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CDC: Time To Close The

W ASHINGTON—The Centers for Disease Control, urging anend
i 10 major new agent orange studies, carefully is defending its
negative conclusions about the jungle defoliant’s role inelevated
cancer raes.

The Veterans Affairs Department nonetheless moved (o

service-conmect Yietnam velerans m

* suffering with the non-Hodgkin’s

_u.ﬁﬁwcamwmﬁzw of cancers because _,..n-. \M.u T
of the increased statistical Tisk f«gﬁ-.uum»/ 1

OIVANGE

»

demonstrated in the new CDC study
for those who served in Vietnam.

VA cited a duty to resolve
equivocal evidence by giving the veieran reascnabie doubt that
2 disease was incurred in service. Scientific understanding of
what chemical or envirenmental influence during that service IS
responsible for the association is secondary, VA said.

One congressiopal agency, the Office of Technoiogy
Assessment, said there was a very real possibility that the case-
control lymphoma odds ratio—a relative risk of 1.47 compared
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¢ and confiree monitoring for drug |

* previous 500-celt CD-4 lymphocyle break point) is a reasonable and appropriate
 therapy, an expest comnuites advised. ST e e
. Assessing the fatest chinical data from NIAID wrials as well as recent Food and Drug
" Administration labeling action, approving the indication for expanded use in paticnts
. with less than 500 CD-4 lymphocyte counts, a panel of experts concurred with

resistance, the carlier use of AZT- (below the-

therapy i HIV-positive persons who are asymplomatic,

. concluding these is no laboratory marker ciher than the CD-4 count that is necessary

. 10 decide when o initiate therapy. S

° Such CD-4 lymphocyte counts should be monitored every six months in BI¥-

. positive mdividuais with CD-4 counts greates than 600, with testing every three to four

~ menths when AZT therapy or PCP prophylaxis begins, the panei said.

. Inthose at CD-4 countsof 560, AZT dose should be a totat of 500 mg daily regardiess

of whether the patient is symptomatic of aos, the panel said.

- Blood counts should be taken monthly for the first three months of AZT therapy.

" then quarterty. Hemoglobin less than 8 grams and granulocytopenia less than 750 mm,

¢ “are indications of more serions hesmatologic toxicity and require dose intErTUpion

* with reinstitution of a lowes dose o5 dose reduction alone,” the panel said.

Patients receiving drugs for eatrment of opportunistic infections of malignancies
quite more frequent monitoring for toxicity, the panet said.
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to men who did not serve in Vietnam-—"is due to chance, bias o7 |
nanwog&smd An OTA health program Seuior associaie satd |
additiona! study data provide “strong evidence that agent orange A

!

i
|

is not an important cause.”

w A said its finding of a relationship between Viemarm service
and non-Hodgkin's lymphoma was a policy determination but
not a scientific finding. Of the 36,000 veterans whose previously -
rejected medical claims allege an agent orange relationship,
approximately [.600 to 1,700 involve pon-Hodgkin's
lymghema, ¥ A said. and will be reevaluated under the new rules. |

With admimsmation estimates of 300 of those afflicted ,
vewrans dving cach year, coupled with an estimated 450 new |
diagnoses becoming service-connected each year, the imitial 320 ~

million 1o $22 miliion annual benefit cost 1© VA probably will §.

rise an additional $2 millian per year for an undetermined period, |
W A esomated. _

Some congressional keaders said CDC s study reaffirmed their
concemns that the agent orange issue is popuiar “chemophobia™

(Continued on page 38)
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Jooking for a valnerabie target, such as an
agent that blocks binding, reverse
transcriptase or viral budding.

Dr. Fauci told the business group that
examination of boik strucrural and
regulatory efemnents of the HIV genome
may help develop mulants of the virus thal
could become dominant, but cannot

fCannmed on page 32}

Soldiers With HIV
Soon To Pose Key
Disability Question

B¥ Bernie Ankoey
WASHINGTON—The Department of
Defense soon must decide what to do with
HTV infecied soldiers whohave beenon the
temporary disability retired tist (TDRL} for
five years, the maximum allowed by law.

The services began putting infecied
soldiers who were unfit for duty on TDRL
in fale 1985—meaning some saldiers are
just menths away from the maximur time
allowed.

Soldiers on TDRL are paid 50 t0 75 per
cent of their base salary—depending on
their physician evaluation board disability
rating—and are eligible for space av ailable
health care at military facilines.

Pentagon officials estmate 1,300
soldiers are on TDRL, but say the great
majority of them have several years of ime
left.

The number of HIV-positive soldiers
who finish their five yeafs this year is
probably net going to be that big. related
Col. Emest Takafuji, MC, USA.a disease
conirol consultant fo the Army SUTgeon
general. But unless the military 18Sues a
policy soon the situation will become a
bigger problem in 1991 and 1992, he said.

(Continued OF DERE 33
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andd e basls for pudslic policy. "1 willng ley
mieddin hype ofiec my or this comntistee's
deciatons on uny issue.” House Velering
Affulte Commitice chairmun Rep. (1L.V,
(Sonny) Montgomery (1. Miss.) said.

Hawever, other maembers of Congress
wore ot feady fo letthe Centers for Diseixe
Contfol (CDC) off the hiok i IR quick
dismissal of ggent Oringe as 8 euusitive
factor for elevated rigk of non-Hodgkin's
lymphoma (NHL) In the selected cincers
Kludy.

Al a hearing of Rep. Monigomery®s
panel, CDC director Dr, Willlam ., Roper
¢ncounicred  criticlm  for CDC
conclusion: drawn from. g fymphoma
distribution pattern {1 - deemed to be
différent from the putioen of igent Orsnge
use in Vigtaum,

“These data, ulong with evidence from
uther studics regard:ng the likelitivod of
Vieinam . veterans' exposure agent
ofange, make it quite unfikely \hat the
Incrensed risk of NHL among: Vietnam
velerans rogults from exposure to
herbicides," D, Rupor #uld.

The Viemam veterang selecied gancees
sudy was one of the first CDC jsxues
tackted by Dr. Roper, who had olliciatly
bien in the direcinr's job only & matter of

* weeks, He previsty hias held a viiety of

high-prafile henlth policy jobs under the
Reggun und Bush adminisiritions.

I is-time tobegin weapping up the agent
orange issue, he wld Congress,
malnigining that future funds could heyer
be spent on the other typer of progmims
authorized  wider Rep, Montgamery s
committee thin on new major health
studies focuxing on an agenl oruige
preise.

However, some House members were
troublad by the sdminisration’s use of this
dhsence of statistical nssoCingon 1o
discount an agent orangt hypothesis, They
cited eurlier CDC concluxiong thul ugént
ardnge exposurc indices are 5o inddeguiine
that © the  premier agent uringe
epidemiological study of ground Jreo s
could-not be done in the way (‘ungru.ﬁ
ordered.

Thi solected cancers study mullmqlolut_y_
in . part rellind on telephane stirvey
queslions. such as whoo chemiculy 1hé
soldiers vegilled handling 18 ar 20 y
4g0. Sume congressmen were unhppy li
genurul lrm)p Iocmmn rncrml~'

Dr. Rnper reiponded thot CIC Lhd'nm

dirsctly examine putients inthe selew

cangers. study. and whllc it
yalc &

poA
‘pint ol blocd is feg md. :nu(ed.and
kened

R p. - Robert C Sinith (R., N H.}
chnllehged Kim on’ the dote use. Bven
lhnugh Coej is kaying thisix not an agent
orange nludy. the' agency is implying it
vitidieates ‘the - herbicide from heslth
effaets, Rep, Smiih declared.

“t's elaxe to that, congressmnn," Dr.
Roper replied, He said CDC found it could
not explain any of the increasod NIL risk
hy agent orange axsessments.

“Huw ¢an you conclude that il you didn't -

study 112" Rep, Smnith asked. | think we ape

playing word gumes,” Dr. Roper said.
Rep: Smith. axked why CDC did not

directly studv agent orange in‘the selecied

Of Lymphoma
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5 Hludy: "Hcc
ripliod ¢ ungrc
dia /«mqv of M,‘

BeNCY gr()lmdtronp qng ¥
¢xpéricitee, it did regu i
foy-cach of the study
expett panel w.confirint
A-UDC memo. doseri
erneet s resenrel o Hone ol
undumkf.n Loy RERCHR ®

/\'nmhg Ihu ux;mxurc
+ o Strvice on aieli-polng
the Vietiing wir virsus. veter
Wtirs - diterully inelugted bz,‘inp,
Viethaim soil.

« Jerviee In 1 Corps. whgc
muino-ealled “the c@gion of heay
ae use,”™ bt which Rep;
ULy noted also included

Wit \lll!_(ll\
4 'i’l tgl ’hunc surve

dmxm .uul u&,cm o
“hi mliled a-sp

VA RéCtulin
he consulivd with': P
lewrning -l
islyekin's lymplu
licy deeislon
begit to niend

purpvscm di‘sumh\y ‘mpcnsatlon #itil we
wilbextend as miseh tatitude ns porsible in
dwarding retroactive benefits snd i
arblsting the widows sod children of those
veleinhs whose deghy were due to NHL,®
- Dyerwinski twlkd & press conferenee thint
“Whmen et appllcatiom of this ruling™ will be
eiplaiied in & forthecoming  regulation
which the agency hoped 1 publish tate Tust
month.






