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SEC.

G — e gy

5 PRESUMPTION OF SERVICE CONNECTION FOR DISEASES

ASSOCI3TED WIT& EXEECTS OF EXPOSURE 10 CERTAIX
HEX3ICIDE AGENTS.
(a) Findinqg.——Cangress makes the foli&wing findings:
(1) It is in the public-intetest Lo pcovida féc an

Independent nonptofit scientific organization wnicn has

,'appropriéte ﬁxpertisa and 1s not connzcted te the

C-oC.
Department of Vﬂta*ans Af‘a1h§4to Ceview. and evaluata the

uvallgble scientific evidence regarding assog¢iations
t2tween diseasss and exposurs to dioxin and other
chemical compounds in herbicides and to make judgments on
the dsgre2 and probabilis y of such as;oc13tions, because

thzr2 13 10 unifora body of 5 entific l‘tEfatur= on such

(2) The standard of proof requirzd fse a szdzntific
Sonciusicn of causation Is higher than the stzndarg of

poodf reauirsd for Justification of 3 prszumption, for
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‘dichlacophenoxyacetlec acid or to any"othé€4hérbic1de agent,

|30 s
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Purpases of vererans Jisability compansation laws, that

in

an ajdverse healtn 2ff20t is connected, based sa sound

medlcal and sciantlfls evidence, to astlive secvice in the

hrmed Forces of tge Unitsd States.

(2) In Genaral.-=(1) Sdbchapter IT of éhaptes 11 of title
3g, Uniié: States Csie, is amend2d by Inszcting after section
312 thg follo%ing new section:

‘Y8 3124, Presumption of secvice connectisn fﬁr diseases
assoclated with effects of exposure tos cerctaln
hecrbicide agents

**(2) In Seph=ral.--(1) For the purposss of sectisn 314 of

_this title, and subject to section 313 of this title, Ln the

czsz of a Vietnan veteran who, during Viatnam servica, was
- dabtmzbanans ar A Xing

eXposed to an herblcide agent containing diexin or 2,4~ , .

A contamuncdad ity

Xitmo o

each iisease (Lf any) listed In requlations prescribad by the ]
Secrerary in aceordance with this section and ldentified In
suzh c=2julatlions as having positive association with the
elological effects of exposure to such herbicide agent shall
be consiZerad to have been lneurred In or aggravatad by such
ssrvice, notwithstanding that there is no record of svidence

of suzn dlsease Juring the period of such servica.

\\(

[\9 ]

) for thz purposes of this subsectlon, 3 vataran who

Ih
O

=t
ull

perioried Vietnam service and has a disease raferrsd to in

Faragzraph (1) of this subsection shall be prasumed ty have



18
16

17

19
23
21
22

23

e Jt

Dedidbwe
1€

*“(R) to detarmina, In the casa of esazh hecblcide

"'(1) wnich diseases (Lf any) havs positive

'
A

ssoclation with the blological eifects of exposura

L2 such agent, ILncluding specificzlly effacts
ai%cﬁﬁ#%C@m(H).Q@pmd‘aMp4ﬂ4¢£mqu ﬂﬂduz

anolvlng porPHyedn synthesis, necvous systen ﬁ%@m{ _
‘4A¢€a

funztior, imaune funczion, _Ceproductien, .and blirth

dafects, =nd\ y holggicalﬂﬁnﬁ“gszggéggrfc effecggb

Y (L1) which disesses (1f any) have limitesd
positive assoaiatibn with such biological =ffects:;
“(iii) which dissases (if anv) have
;}ﬂsubs ntial association with such biological
effects; and '

- ''(iv) to the extent practicable, the blelogical
basis for the positive, limited positive, and |
kosubstantial aésociations of diszases refarred to in
sdbclauSes (L), (11), and (111) of this clause with |

~suen vlological effects; and

—

"T(B) to estlmate the extent of the associztion
betwe=n sach sugh disezse and sucn pPislogical =ffects

ailgﬁﬂmﬁdﬁk Mg@mc%{/&ﬁmﬂ ( zad w @b#4&QHU&~&L/dLM4(
usingamztnods 25 quantitariva and as Hbijectiva as the ,1_zﬁzaaxhizﬂ
celaviant avaiiaole data permit.

"'(2) The contrzct sclentific crgenizatian shall

speciflcally detvaralne whether there ls Dositlve} limited

positive, or insubstantial associaztisn Setwesn tha biological
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‘,effe:ts czfsrcad ta Ln paragraph (1) of tnis subszstlion and

[4

. the followinq dis ea_es-

, “(A) Non da*qkin s lympnoma.
A Olen
‘Y (B) Eazh soft-tissue sarcoma. .
%,4/( cell C"qu / /'14'1«4{,44%&‘.@@\_
“(C) Lung sancer _
‘*(D) Each other cancer.
**(e) Requirsd Provisions for First Contrazct.-~-(1) The
first contract entered intc under subsection (¢) of this
sactlion shall provide for the contract scientific

organlzatlion--

'*(R) to conduct as comprehensive a survey and o

-
s

‘avaluation as Lls practicaple of ‘the completed and ongoing

scientific studles of, and other scientiflic evidance or

infaocmation cagacding, the effects that herbicide agents ¢ comfscioan

have on humans or other animals that have been exposed to
such agants, lncluding an evaluatioh of the cos Selectedf
cancers Study ceport; and

T(B) make its determinations and estimates on the

basis of the results of such survey and evaluation.

''(2) The contract scientific organization shall conduct

tha sufvev and evaluation refsrrad to in parzgraph (1)(A) of
this subsectiosn thtrough a panel;composed of racognlzed
expecis Ln toxicology, medicine, epidemiology, statistics,
bioegnenistry, and céLateﬁ fleids. The conduct of sucn sucvey

shall be =ubject to appropriate peer revisw,
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.Subse:tion”whan tha avallable dztz do not perait mzaningful

estinates ane probabllitiss,

‘ru)(R) if a eoatract sclentific org anizat191 d=tarnines
that 2 ﬁisease has positive assoctation with the.biéioqical
gffects of exposure to an herpicide agenﬁlﬁgéﬁ in Yiztnam,
suzh s:;anlzation.snallldéte:minéiwhethec ﬁhéce is a
reasosnable basis for c:ﬁcludinq that & Yistnam vetar;n with

» Lo,
the hlghest laval of expasura to that herpicide agﬁnt in
O Ctrfsny
Vietnam was exposad to such agenshunder the circumstances
necessary for suca blologlcal effects

‘*(B) If a contract sclentific organization datermines
that tharsz 1s no such reasaonaple basis, the organization
shall state that detsrmination In a report under this
eubsactlon and lnclude i{n such report--

"*(1) a description of the evidenze that supporcts
such detacmination;

't (11) a description of the evidenca (Lf any) that
5upports alternative conclusions: and

‘Y (111) 3 full discussion of the srganlization’s

T2350n3 for such detarmination, including a discussion of

the ceasons for the organization’s determination that the

evldesnce cefagrea o in clause (1) of this supparagrzph P

out®elgns the evidence (1f any) referred to in c¢lause

(1) of this subpacagraph.

*C(CY A detecmination with czspect to reasonable basis is
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flscal yéé: £2 such extent or ia suych amount as ls provided

fo: in an appcoyciation Act.

‘Y1) T=rninatioﬁ of Effez tLVEness of This Se*tion.--(1)

‘Subsz2ztions (9) thrcugh (l) and (x) of this ssctisn shall

ceasa Lo Ue effective 12 yea:s gafter the fipst day of the

f.scal year in which'a contract sclentific organization

transalts to the Secratacy the flrst cespost under subsection

(9) of this saction.
‘*(2) Paragrzph (1) shall not affect the continuad
effectivaness of--

‘* (k) subsectlion (a) of this section and the
Cesulations ceferred to in such subse:£ion: and

**(B) subsection (1) QE this’section.

**(%) Deflnitisns.--For the purposes of this sactian~-

‘(1) the tarm ‘Yietnam veteran’ means a vetsran who
pe:facmsd Vistnam searvice;

'Y (2) the term ‘Vietnam service’ means active
military, naval, of &ir service in ¥istnam during the
Viztham era; | N dkyyvfa/wd .

*Y(3) the tarm ‘herbicige agent"means an zgent in an
nectloide uszd In support of Unitad States and allled

nilltacy zperations Ln Vietnam during the Vietnam era;

"t (4) the tzrm ‘biological effect’, with caspect Lo
eXpesure to an herbicide agent, means--

"Y' (R) esch known biological effecrt of sush
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(2) the Secretary’s analysis of such information;

(3) a discussion of the types and incidences of
disabilides identified or treated by the Department of
Veterans Affairs in the case of veterans referred to
in subsection (a);

(4) the Secretary’s explanatdon for the incidence
of such disabilities;

(5) other explanations for the incidence of such_
disabilities considered reasonable by the Secretary,;
and o |

(6) the evaluaton of such report submitted by

A
0

Niromat Lnsbitores of Heat rh CNT ) Restarch a"d

the Director of the Office-of Technolooy-Assessiment  (rents Divs
pursuant to subsection (¢)(2). wf Ve

(c) CONSULTATION WITH ©FA.—(1) The Secreétary of
Veterans Affairs shall consult with the Director of the
NE ™ LEvearch and Grents s . :
Office—of Technology-Assessment before compiling and
analyzing any information under this section and shall
submit each annual report required by subsection (b) to the
Director before submitting such report to the committess
referred to in such subsection.

N e Qis’-&"-"\ N G rsat® Q."“b-w’

(2) The Director of the Ofice-of-Technology-Assess-
ment shall review each annual report submitted under
paragraph (1) and transmit to the Secretary of Vererans
Affairs the Director’s evaluation of the content of the

report.

NLH ﬂ;ibdﬁ-h anJ U""Ahh D;v-b.‘or-’

I Céorrap
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ent with the privacy rights and interests of the blood and
tissue donors. _ o

(é) LIMITATIONS ON ACCEPTANCE OF SAMPLES.~-1De
Secretary may prescribe such limitations on the acceptance
and storage of blood and dssue samples as the Se:z::.&izry
considers appropriate consistent with the purpose specified
in the first sentence of subsection (a).

(e) CoNsULTATION REQUREMENTS.—(1) To the extent
provided under any agreement entered into by the Secre-
tary and the National Academy of Sciences, the Secretary
shall consult with the National Academy of Sciences re-

garding the establishment and maintenance of the tissue

archiving system under this section, mclucun any lirnita-

ton to be prescnbed under subsecuon (d).

(2) In the event that the National Academy of Sei-
ences does not enter into an agreement for cousultation
under paragraph (1), the Secretary shall consult with the

Medicey Pollaw =2 R4z,
Director of the Office-of-Technology Assessment on the
establishment and maintenance of the tissue archiving
system under this secton, including any limitation to be
prescribed under subsection (d).

() ConNTRACT AUTHORITY SUBJECT TO APPROPRIA-
TION.—The contract authority provided in this section shall
be effective for a fiscal yvear {0 such extent or in such

amount as is provided for in an appropriation Act.



